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LEFT RIGHT THINK-TANK 

Statement 
HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [10.09 pm]: On Saturday I attended a function at the University 
of Western Australia organised by the Left Right Think-Tank. The Left Right Think-Tank is an organisation that 
was founded in 2008 for 15 to 24-year-olds and is Australia’s first independent and non-partisan think tank for 
young people. The aim of this think tank is to allow young people to come together and to consider issues of 
public policy. It aims to bring these young people together and run programs that involve both high school 
students and university students. They get an insider’s view of public policy. The groups of young people are 
assisted to write policy papers that are salient to issues of importance to young people in Australia and also to the 
broader community. 

One of the two original founders of the Left Right Think-Tank, Richard Newnham, was also recently a finalist in 
the WA Australian of the Year awards in the category of the WA Young Australian of the Year. In the press 
coverage of the organisation, the Left Right Think-Tank was described as an organisation that has developed an 
impressive educational fellowship program that enables young Australians to contribute to public policy. 

I was delighted to be able to attend this final event for the Perth branch, which was organised by Yannick 
Spencer, the director of the Western Australian branch. Yannick is a young man I have known for many years. 
He is an outstanding example of the many fine young people who are taking leadership roles and an interest in 
the challenges that we as a society face and whom we often do not get a chance to speak about in Parliament. 

As I have said, the organisation provides a platform for ideas and allows the direct involvement of young people 
in public policy. One example is a project that was taken on this year by six of the young people in Western 
Australia. They undertook a project to consider and develop policy to address the lack of services in rural 
communities in Western Australia. This project was supported by volunteers from Left Right. The result was a 
very interesting and sophisticated paper, which I have had the opportunity to read. They were able to not only 
develop an understanding of policy development and how it is formed, but also make their own specific 
recommendations on the issue that they took on. They are to be very much congratulated for this. 

Shortly, members of Left Right will attend the Australian Youth Led Convention, which is to be held this 
weekend, 26 to 28 November, in Canberra. The convention is a partnership between the federal government’s 
Office for Youth and the Left Right Think-Tank and will bring together for the first time in Australia the leaders 
of Australia’s youth sector. It will include 79 delegates representing 58 Australian youth-led organisations, 
including Left Right, the Australian Youth Climate Coalition, the Oaktree Foundation, Youth Tree and many 
others. The program will include speeches by organisations and workshops hosted by KPMG, the ABC and the 
Boston Consulting Group. The keynote speaker will be Peter Garrett. I congratulate everyone involved in Left 
Right, which is a volunteer group, for their commitment to making sure that the voices of young people are 
heard. 
 


